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Before we enter into the new season we (the committee) would like to give you a quick update on the club.  For the past six weeks while some of you have taken a short break from the netball scene, the committee have been working very hard to ensure we have league places and opportunities for the 08-09 season.
We have reviewed the Finance, Equipment and League entries and you will note that there will be some changes in the forthcoming season.  We aim to be as open as possible with all the information on the running of the Club and may call upon some of your expertise and experience to help us raise the profile of the club and secure a club coach.  A lot of information is currently being posted on our website and we would encourage you to check the News and Trials pages regularly to ensure you are kept up to date.
After some very thorough investigation of our Clubs financial situation we unfortunately ended the season in deficit. There has also been an increase in the Affiliation and league entry fees which means that each player will need to pay £145 to ensure we can cover the outgoings.

Your fees will be spent on the following items:
· League entries (outlined below)
· Replenishing first aid kits*
· Replacing the broken netball rings

· Match balls for each of the teams

· Coach fees

All fees will be due and will need to be banked by 1st August, as League fees and affiliations need to be paid by this date.  We will bank your cheques within 5 days of receipt to ensure the money has time to clear prior to the fees being paid out.

Any queries regarding the fees should be directed to our Finance volunteers Jo Ashby and Suzanne Brett either by the club email address or at the first trials session 28th July.  We need to have all your correct details for affiliation purposes (Please note you cannot play competitively if you are not affiliated), if you cannot make the first session, please contact them in advance.  

Payments for the season can be split over two months by post dated cheques, but they need to be handed in at the start of the season (preferably in the first two weeks of trials).
As you may already be aware this year our Netball trials will be held over 4 sessions, we have secured Sonia Taylor – Brunel Hurricanes Assistant Head Coach to lead the trials. The trails will be held, 7-9pm on 28th July, 4th, 11th and 18th August.

If you have any questions regarding the trials please contact Liz Beale, via the club email address or at the first trials session.

The club is entering into two new leagues this year in Middlesex County and Poly League, alongside the Acton league held at the Club:

· A Team – Middlesex County League (Away fixtures) Div 2 and Acton Div 1 (Home fixtures)
· B Team – Poly League (Home and Away fixtures)
· C Team – Acton League Div 1 (Home fixtures)
· D Team – Acton League Div 2 (Home fixtures)
*We will only purchase one roll of tape for the first aid kit.  Players are encouraged to purchase their own tape for injuries or covering wedding bands.  The sports therapists based at the club are willing to sell sports tape to individuals if you so require.

Optional leagues not covered in the training fees are:

Harlington League; A team currently play in Premier (Wed), B team in Div 3 (Thur), C team Div 4 (Mon) and D team Div 7 (Tue).

Kingston League alternate Saturdays to Acton (Home and Away fixtures), a mixture of the B’s and C’s have been playing in this League for the last two seasons.

Good news!!  After losing Sonia Mkloma to play in New Zealand last season, we have been approached by two coaches looking to become involved with Grasshoppers.  We are yet to trial the coaches, but at present we believe one of the coaches to have a lot of experience and the other would be suitable to assist the senior coach.

We would like to ask any of you involved in human resources or have experience in writing contractual agreements to contact Liz Beale or Kath Evans as we would like some advice on writing the terms of coaching agreement.  If anyone has experience in this area and is willing to volunteer their time please could you contact us through the club email or personally, so we can try to get a coach in place ready for the start of the season.

Finally, if you have not already done so, please could you print page 3 of this document and bring it along to the first trial session along with your cheque book, so we can process your applications to England Netball as efficiently as possible.  (If you can make it to the club around 6.30 pm, this will allow us more time to process your applications and set up teams ready for trials)

Wishing you every success in the trials and see you on the 28th
Kath

Registration form, please record your information clearly as we will use this information during the England Netball affiliation process:

	Name:
	

	Address:
	Postcode:

	Date of Birth:
	DD/MM/YYYY

	Email:
	

	Telephone no:
	H)


M)


To try and keep our fees to a minimum, we constantly search for Sponsorship opportunities. We are currently registering the club for funding applications and need to give as much information on our players as possible, so please complete the following:

	Company Name, or school
	

	Address:
	Postcode:

	Telephone no:
	


As part of the trial process we would like you to list, in order of preference what positions you would like to be considered for (if you only want to play one please leave other boxes blank):

	1st Choice
	
	Trial dates available (please tick):

	2nd Choice
	
	28th July
	11th Aug

	3rd Choice
	
	4th Aug
	18th Aug


For affiliations (please have cheque book with you at time of trials):

	Team:
	

	Total Fee paid:
	

	Further payments
	


Grasshoppers RFC, Macfarlane Lane, Off Syon Lane, Isleworth, Middlesex, TW7 5PN

Tel: 020 8568 0010 Email: netball@grasshoppersrfc.com
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